Revealing Redemption
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) il " I ’ ._?;il‘t;&fna‘ihe Midraéh, R&Shi comments that Jacob ~
49 1'T'hen Jacob called for his sons and said, “Assemble yourselves and | will tell you what will pvished to tell his children when Messiah would come ./
Jacob's befall you in the End of Days. 2 Gather yourselves and listen, O sons of Jacob, and listen {[presumably to comfort them and their descendants during
Blessings: ¢, Israel your father. imes of exile] — but the Divine Presence deserted him.

Jacob did not know why. He thought that perhaps one

3 “Reuben, you are my firstborn, my strength and my initial vigor, foremost in rank and fore- of them was unworthy, a new Ishmael or Esau! He asked

—————————if this could be so — to which they responded with the

first verse of the Shema: “Hear, O Israel [i.e., our father]. . .

just as there is only One in your heart, so there is only

One in our heart.” Upon hearing that the reason for his lapse

of prophecy was not due to any shortcomings within his

family, Jacob exclaimed in gratitude, 1Y T3 oW 93

pe 1Y) 0%WY, Blessed be the name of His glorious kingdom for
Q,Jo»‘ Vaker ever and ever.

=2 W ' Then he realized that God did not want the time of the

s —— End to be known. Israel would find its comfort not in

deadlines but in faith and performance of God’s command-

LJ{ ments.

~under such conditions are our pbéitivmh_}‘

Reuven

THE INSIDE STORY - {

t he Talmud explains that “Jacob wished to reveal to his
sons ‘the end of days’ (ketz hayomim—the time of the final

and complete redemption by Moshiach), whereupon the
divine presence departed from him.”"

J This raises the obvious question: Why did Jacob wish to
do such a thing? What would such knowledge have
achieved? On the contrary, had the children of Israel known
the date of Moshiach’s coming, would this not have had a
rpost adverse effect on their morale? Would not the knowl.
edge that the redemption would be more than 3,500 years

in the future be a source of discouragement and despair for
the Jews in Egypt?

9 BUILDING IN THE DARK T =S

Nevertheless, G-d prevented Jacob from disclosing this to
Jis children. The “end of days” was to remain a mystery,
regardless of how its revelation might encourage our efforts
to perfect the world and prepare it for redemption. For in
order for man to truly participate in the perfection of crea-
tion, it is crucial that the time frame for the advent of the

~ messianic era be unknown to him.

As we said above, the final redemption is a divine act,

unequivocal and eternal; so if man is to play a meaningful

: role in bringing it about, it is through deeds that are them>

selves unequivocal and eternal. Hence the state of galut in
which we find ourselves—a state of physical and spiritual
displacement, a state in which G-d’s guiding hand in history
is obfuscated and our lives seem abandoned to chance and
caprice. When a person retains his integrity and loyalty to
G-d even under such conditions, he is manifesting an “eter-

y$

™ nal” commitment—a commitment unshakable by equivoca-

tions of time and place.

/) Thus, galut is not only something from which we need to
" be redeemed, but also the condition that enables our

@eaningful participation in the redemption process. Galut

means being in the dark: inhabiting a world in which a cor-
- poral husk obscures its rich spiritual content; a world that is
deaf to chimes of the cosmic clock of history and blind to

its own steady advance toward harmonious perfection. Only%

{ £he eternality that categorizes the messianic; were we privy

to the “end of days,” our deeds would be of a provisional
nature, buttressed by our clear vision of history's progres-
sion toward perfection.

SUPRA-CONSCIOUS KNOWLEDGE

And yet, Jacob did reveal the “end of days” to us. Not that he
actually told us when Moshiach is coming—G-d prevented
him from doing so, to ensure that our experience of galut is
complete, and yields the “eternal” commitment that makes us
genuine partners in the divinely perfect world of Moshiach.

*{But the very fact that he desired to tell us had its effect. The
“" Torah states that “G-d does the desire of those who fear

Him";" if Jacob desired that we know, then, on some level or
another, this knowledge was communicated to us.?

5 Furthermore, Jacob is one of the three Avot (forefathers}
of Israel, of whom our sages have described as “serving
solely as a vehicle for the divine will, every moment of their
lives.” If Jacob desired that we know the secret of the “end
of days,” it is a desire that is utterly consistent with the di.
vine will. G-d wants that we should want to know, and that

we should indeed know, so that we should be driven by this
"Idesire and knowledge. At the same time, He does not allow

us to expressly know, so that our deeds should be true and
ynconditional—not contingent upon such “inside informa-
tion.”

So we live our lives in the dark, bereft of any conscious
sense of our place in history. Seconds before the outbreak
of dawn, we perceive only the blackest of nights. But this is
only the surface of our lives—the level on which we act to
bring redemption to the world. Underlying this surface is a

soul sensitive to the moments most opportune for redemp-

tion and empowered to reveal this knowledge and pote
tial, "

éknowing soul—a soul attuned to the supernal timetable, a
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iEaéH‘year, we read the blessings that Yaakov gave his
children and his attempt to reveal the keitz, the time of the
Final Redemption. But stop and think for a'moment: What
\;vould have happened had he revealed the keitz? Would all of
history have played itself out differently? Would it have been
possible for us to feel that we are waiting for Mashiach each
day — achakeh lo bechol yom sheyavo — had we known how
far into the future the redemption would be?

We have no way of knowing, because as Rashi teaches,
when Yaakov tried to divulge that information to his sons,
the Shechinah (Divine Presence) departed from him, and he
understood that he wasn’t allowed to reveal it. But why did
he feel that his children needed to know that information to

egin with?

Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky explains that Yaakov feared
that as the exile would go on and on, the Jews would give
up hope. It is only natural for people to give up when a long-
awaited event doesn’t arrive. Yaakov was worried that if that
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were to happen, the Jews would eventually cease to maintain

their Jewish identity. 201991 5955 MY IR N 1oNw

He was so concerned about this, in fact, that the Midrash £12X3 DN 90055 Ay 198 ONA NPV NS DTS 19 09N 15
relates that before leaving Eretz Canaan, Yaakov chopped ) 280,71 NIRY 5733 TIN .NZININ NIY NIAT TN NN WD 1995 RIAW N3 nhva

down arazim, cedar trees, that Avraham Avinu had planted.( 212 1) 12801 WX WY MY 0PI 178 PUIP SV 38p 553 19S DTN
!
He took these trees down to Egypt with him so that his 2% DTN PONWW nONUD NN ("N MW 92701 NwI9) TER NoUR
= ]
descendants would have cedars for the kerashim (beams) of ~ZX¥ V10 17aph DY % PaNy BNY W — 7112 YU BY SxTL> 5 AN
the Mishkan. .
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Doesn'’t this seem somewhat unnecessary? If Hashem was 7 TN? 53 $5Wpv /N mmnn 5y mm nywsd mesne m 13omn 99
i

able to give the Jews manna and water, and everything else ”O77 22 11D T35 %7 D9ma W MM 91999 1270 P P PISH
they needed for the Mishkan while they were traveling in the TIMPXD 220 1D D) NIN DN TN PY NS M awwesy masy T
Wildnerness, wouldn’t He have supplied cedars as well? Did 22YY'1 ¥17°92 3120 12) 102 N0) DINAW NPV 79X 99,0787 9w n1oom
Yaakov have to schlep them from Canaan some 210 years D9NY .. NP TANIY! 1INV : (N P N T N9IWN 5Y) Men
carlier? PINSI Y37 953) O 993 DWW DI N9 NNY DY AYWY R
Rav Yaakov explains that there would indeed have been D12 N8 MNYS D3¥9 1195 51T NoYIN
other ways to find cedars for the kerashim, but those trees
served a special purpose in Egypt: Throughout the exile, they
served as a tangible reminder to Yaakov’s descendants that

__},they would eventually be redeemed from their slavery and be
able to build the Mishkan.

9\ 5 Yaakov felt that it was necessary for the Jews to know
when they would be redeemed for the very same reason: so
they wouldn't give up hope.

Hashem knew, however, that if Yaakov would reveal the
date of the redemption to his sons, it would have the oppo-
site effect. Instead of encouraging the Jews to hold out, they 230H Q5 WD 0 2 pron) BP0
would fall into despair because that date was so far into the p3vtn 3 i) wop odery pusp
future. 908 368 93 mabn 70 ol bus,
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still wanted to impart some sort of message of hope to his
descendants. He told each son what his shevet’s position
in Klal Yisrael would be, explains Rav Yaakov, to give them
hope toward a bright future in which each shevet would hﬂg

v a mission to accomplish.

.? It is that hope that the prophet refers to when he says,

“Shuvu levitzaron asirei hatikvah — return to the fortress, O
prisoners of hope” (Zechariah 9:12). Only those with hope

can make it through such a long and bitter exile.
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exist. The Gemara tells me otherwise: “Bechaz chosmim” — the concly
sion will be only with you, Avraham. Times before Mashiach will be s
trying and so difficult that if one does not strengthen oneself to ado
¢Torah on his own, the tradition received from the elders will not ll:
enough to combat the negative influences of one’s time.
Third, the attributes of Yitzchak and Yaakoy — avodah, service t
Hashem, and Torah — will not exist in their intensity at t,he conclu
. sion of history before Mashiach comes, In galus we do not have a Bei
HaMikdash in which to bring sacrifices, and we must suffice with th
substi.tute of prayer alone. And in galus the Torah is diminished, botl
quantitatively, with the many mitzvos that cannot be fulfilled n’eithe
outside of Eretz Yisrael nor without a Beis HaMikdash, and’qualita

tlx{ely, as the verse says in Eichah (2:9), “Her king and princes are ir
exile; there is no Torah.”

e

All that will be left in its full intensity will be the attribute of Avra
%mm Avinu — chesed, kindness. And in the merit of Jews perform.
ing acts of kindness for one another we will
“Zion will be redeemed with
of tzedakah” (Yeshayabu 1:27)

be redeemed, as it says
justice and will be returned through act:

.
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14 “ssachar is a strong-boned donkey;

that it was good, and the land that it was pleasant, yet.he beni

became an indentured laborer.
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he rests between the boundaries. 1 He saw tranquility

t his shoulder to bear and he
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But \vhywouldabeing that God created choose to move aAWaY Aoyl NTIva ARNY DN YP DR ROR AN 5w 19100 PINDN IR KD E

from Godliness? In a Godly world, why would it want anything AT QP2 PR NN _YTR WK IR IPY’ SV 1TID DN "TD Pan WRD
else?

enjoy the closeness to God which we have earned. This is the

”p'm'n by ayown nivan PR /R NI TIN YIND 551 MIXI9) DDA wmva
WYY D99 MDY, pan NIA 1Y YINn DM PYY DON DN DIVDM DI
hate pain, who look to avoid pain and effort at all costs, means  5xom oo M%AN WY NPDDI D Y1 KD IPHNON 1K1 19PN 1 RIS
that we can have free will. Yes, we ate pulled to Godliness, but  ambn 95 ypr oxp MY Yp DWH P 1MAY MY APy A¥1 T IO '
whatif there is pain to be overcome in order to get there? Whatif 5931 595 npmpnn mban M A XY 111 aNdy 1R 1D 1NN DNOY . P1Me
the world is one of “no pain, no gain”? Now a balance can be w3 m9y 1 andy Kdw R Syw wiTpn AN RID TIDK NOw'n
created and we must choose between the difficult and often 1 W% pa Y7ann » /NN NOWA INIM M YPA IR DY A oYM
painful path of coming closer to God or the easy and more. PR DN MY12 Wp'1 MIN 1Py’ /ANOKY 'TIOR’ PIY 571NN KN vHMN NP
comfortable path of drifting away. Without pain, free will Would? (N yavn % KoY 1 ¥ ¥ nHUIND AT TN NVINIOD NN
be utterly meaningless. There would be no challenge and hence (;mmzn Y% ) BN i MBI RORS e e Dn:) n'm’ ':m’n ’Dnmw;:a
we would be unable to “earn” our relationship with God. P BR0 v 10 SRS JRDPII IR0 45D g w
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Even free-will decisions that are between desire and control of RN T 9y Y ynnh BMIN DI PTY IR PA N
desite ate essentially still pain based. It’s an effort and a struggle to -

conttol a desire. It’s much more comfortable to allow it to express

Here is where the concept of pain comes in.
~ Pam is what creates the choice, The fact that we are beings who
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back from eating chocolate cake when on a diet is a “painful” ex- 57 xo i 72 PwIY M9 2y TIIYN NID YpR A IR NONA Taywn
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~J, We are placed in this world to be tested and challenged — and { 707 11')\; )_g 1 NOR APNY D1 NTOWN mwxn PR YNN N N0)
in so doing, we “earn” our “reward” in eternity. Pain enables us to HBRA NN 7ApYD DR PIRY RIN AT Oy TImD 130 a0 IR rnbx': 2,"\R )/
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triumph, so that we can gradually become greater and greater
human beings.
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With this in mind, it also makes sense that the closer one gets to
God, the greater the ttials must be. If a person has overcome an
easy test, thus actualizing a certain amount of potential, then the Pt

- — wﬂ} %‘-4@/ )N’Mf?ﬁ- LT’.S

L —— B - - . - ——vrrT
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challenging circumstances should be the “good” people —
because they are the ones who will benefit most.

The greatest reward a good person could want for overcoming
a difficult and painful challenge is an even harder challenge — an e L . : N '
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